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With spatulas, spoons and bowls 
in hand, high school students 
in Brittany Sharpe’s basic food 
preparation and baking and 
pastries classes put their food 
know-how to the test as they 
competed against each other in 
the second of four baking and 
cooking competitions held at the 
high school in January. 
Each quarter, students create 
tasty culinary delights to serve 
to a panel of judges. Winners 

are chosen from each class 
period based on a number of 
criteria ranging from taste to 
presentation. 
Sharpe’s program, Family and 
Consumer Sciences, offers 
students a number of courses to 
help prepare them for a career 
and gives basic life skills they 
will need once they leave the 
halls of UE. Whether they take a 
course in food preparation, child 
development or fashion design, 

each class provides them the life 
skills needed in and out of the 
work environment, regardless of 
the career path they choose.
Sharpe said, “The classes I teach 
emphasize curriculum and 
content that is pertinent 
to my students. They are 
encouraged to think creatively, 
work cooperatively and take 
risks.” Sharpe teaches nearly 
180 students throughout the 
year. During class and lab, she  
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Junior Austin Lewis chops garlic for a pizza.

Culinary Creations
Class Class gives students a taste of culinary careersgives students a taste of culinary careers

Senior Payne McMullen prepares dough for 
a pizza.

Teacher Brittany Sharpe helps sophomore 
Kelly McCloe with her cupcakes. 
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Culinary, from cover

Author provides students 
insights about writing 

Award-winning author Ann Marie Gardinier Halstead visited 
AGM and TJW as part of her “Bucket Filling Fairy” book 

tour to teach students about 
the writing process.

Students learned about 
the parts of a book and 
a play, how they are 
constructed, what types 

of words and descriptions 
help create the story, and 

how an author or a playwright 
creates the story from start to 

fi nish. She incorporated her 
anti-bullying message, 
talking about her book and 
how students can be good 
bucket fi llers.

Fifth-graders at TJW 
created their own short 
story based on a variety of 
scenarios for being bucket 

fi llers or bucket dippers. At 
AGM, Halstead read the 
book to students and a 
surprise visit was made by 
the Bucket Filling Fairy.

Students at both schools 
learned a great deal about 
writing and storytelling 
but, more importantly, they 
learned what it means to be 
a good friend and an even 
better person. UE

emphasizes the importance of negotiation, time management, quick 
thinking, creativity and compromise.

Senior Josh Warner said the class has taught him many important skills,  
including being motivated. He said, “Our teacher has so much energy it 
makes us want to try our hardest. We get to work together to create many 
different recipes, which is fun.”

Two more competitions will be held before the end of the school year and 
the students are already planning their next food creations. UE

A message from 
Dr. Suzanne 
McLeod

AGM kindergartner 
Tommy Kazmark with 
the Bucket Filling Fairy.

Author Ann Marie Gardinier Halstead talks with 
TJW students about her book.

Greetings UE family and 
community,

It’s hard to believe we’re 
halfway through the school 
year. It’s been great and 

there is much to be proud of. As you can see in this 
issue, we’ve hosted some very special visitors and 
engaged students in unique learning opportunities. 
Union-Endicott is a very special place and we 
take great pride in the accomplishments achieved 
in our wonderful educational and extra-curricular 
programs.

However, being the realist that I am, I would be 
remiss if I did not take the opportunity to let the 
community know that we are facing a very diffi cult 
budget year. The board and administration are truly 
and sincerely committed to developing a budget 
that meets BOTH the needs of our students, which 
includes the realities of their futures in a 21st 
century economy, and the economic realities of 
our community. The challenges this year focus on 
a very low consumer price index (CPI), which is a 
major factor in the calculation of the district’s tax levy 
limit, AND the governor’s budget proposal. State aid 
proposed for Union-Endicott simply does not begin 
to address the millions of dollars this community has 
lost due to the state’s gap elimination adjustment.

I apologize for getting so technical. It is a complex 
process and I encourage you to watch our budget 
process closely this year. Our website provides both 
up-to-date information as well as dates, times and 
locations of budget workshops.

Thank you again to all for supporting our schools. UE
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Teachers recognized for achievements above and beyond
In and out of the classroom, U-E teachers make a difference. 
Whether its directly related to students or to professional growth, 
they are a wonderful representation of the district. High school 
teachers Jim Gleason, Elizabeth Waite and Cindy Henry have all 
reached beyond the classroom to work with students and engage 
in professional development. 

Gleason, choral and music teacher, was nominated and selected 
to conduct the Zone 6 NYSSMA Area All-State Mixed Chorus 
during the NYSSMA Festival in November. Typically, conductors 
are chosen from a college or professional organization, so for a 
high school teacher to be chosen is a signifi cant honor. 

Waite, AP calculus and geometry teacher, was elected to president 
of The Association of Mathematics Teachers of New York State 
(AMTNYS). 

And, Henry, art teacher, was selected as the 2015 New York State Art Educator of the Year by the New York State Art Teachers 
Association (NYSATA) for her outstanding service and commitment to art education. UE

UE schools give great impression 
to special guests
Recently, Union Endicott had two special guests visit our schools. 
New York State Senator Fred Akshar visited GFJ and New York State 
Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia visited JFS. 

Sen. Akshar spent a morning at GFJ seeing fi rsthand what students 
are learning, how they learn, and touring the building and meeting 
and talking with staff and administration about the issues currently 
facing education. The senator toured a number of schools in the 
area as he begins his term representing New York’s 52nd district. 
Education is one of his major priorities and his goal is to be a 
powerful voice for local schools. 

Elia spent her morning at JFS observing fi rsthand how and what UE 
students are learning. Her visit was part of a day-long tour of schools 
in the Broome-Tioga BOCES region. While at JFS, she talked with 
students and staff, observed instruction in a number of classrooms, 
and saw the integration of technology in science, language and 
English classes. 

Throughout her day, the commissioner met with parents, students, 
staff, administrators and board members from area schools to learn 
about the issues facing the area as well as the wonderful educational 
opportunities students receive.

Both guests saw classrooms where students were engaged in 
meaningful and challenging work, supported by teachers, 
specialists and technology that enhances their academic skills. Both 
also commented on the cleanliness and beauty of our buildings 
and facilities. Superintendent Dr. Suzanne McLeod said, “I believe 
they loved their interactions with students, staff, parents, and board 
members, fi nding them all positive, supportive, and very hard 
working.”  UE

NYS Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia watches as JFS 
students work on an experiment in Ken Lyman’s science class. 

State Senator Fred Akshar talks with GFJ students about their 
geography project. 

Pictured (l-r): Jim Gleason, Cindy Henry and Elizabeth Waite.
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Students learn, hear the sound of music from professionals
Over the last few months, two special guests met with budding musicians at JFS to discuss music as a profession. UE Class of 
2010 graduate Chris Bill and Dr. Julie Detweiler talked about playing their respective instruments and making a living being 
professional musicians. 

Bill, an up-and-coming musician based outside of New York City, shared his talents, experiences and music with students. Bill is 
best known for his all-trombone arrangements of popular songs. His YouTube channel has been gaining popularity since the 
summer of 2012 when he posted his version of Owl City’s “Firefl ies” using six trombones. More recently, a cover of Pharrell 
Williams’ “Happy,” where Chris uses a looping station to compose the song on the spot, went viral in the spring of 2014. 

Detweiler specializes in the clarinet with experience in the saxophone. She talked with students about the process of making 
reeds and the proper way to care for them, sound production, different musical notes and caring for the clarinet. She then 
gave a brief performance for students. Sixth grader Ewoma Amata said, “Chris Bill taught me that you should never stop doing 
what you love.” UE

Dr. Detweiler talks with students about playing the clarinet.

2010 UE graduate Chris Bill returned to JFS, giving a performance and 
discussing music as a profession.


